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LEISSNER, M1DLEN & HUGHES COMPANY'S 
WALL-PAPERS. 

HE productions of the wall-paper firm 
known as the Leissner, Midlen & 
Hughes Company, of this city, very 
clearly demonstrate the tendency of 
this art industry to continually attain 
a higher level of excellence in the de- 
signing, coloring and manipulation 
of their productions. Their products 
are so artistic as to entitle them to 
a place in the front rank of wall- 
paper manufacturers. 

EMBOSSED GOODS. 

The trade at large has hailed with satisfaction the embossed 
papers manufactured by the firm. Their thirty-inch silk crepe 
embossed patterns are the finest kind of decorations for parlors 
and drawing-rooms. The softness of the woven fabric, together 
with its crinkled effect, go hand in hand, and the embossing, 
taken in connection with the magnificent decorative treatment 
of the pattern, render these goods spleDdid examples of cotem- 
porary American industrial art. Other patterns reproduce the 
effects of moire 1 and gros grain silks, and there are also novelties 
in the line of whipcord, canvas and corkscrew weaves that are 
well calculated to delight the American art-loving public. 

LEATHER EFFECTS. 

Excellent taste is exhibited in the line of thirty- inch leather 
papers. These are printed not only in the orthodox leather 
colorings, but also in all kinds of soft colorings not peculiar to 
real leather goods, such as yellowish greens, greenish blues, red- 
dish purples, pinkish lavenders, silver gray and old rose tints. 
The designs are also strictly fashionable in style. There are 




Grottp of Ornaments in Leissner's Patent Plastic Relief. 

Empire effects printed in irridescent metals. An imposing Adam 
design, printed in seal-brown effects, cannot fail to prove at- 
tractive for mural decoration. Many of the new productions 
betray original conception. A better class of papers of this 
description are hand-printed in transparent colors, and look as 
if painted by hand. 



STRIPED EFFECTS. 

Striped patterns, in many cases form the plainest and most 
elegant of wall decorations. The stripes are produced by alter- 
nate stripes of eolored mica, with those of flat distemper color, 
printed in the fashionable tints of nickel gray, light sea green, 
pale old rose, pale blue, etc. One of the most original concep- 
tions is a Louis XVI. paper, consisting of broad stripes decorated 
with vases and true lovers' floral rings intertwined. This is 
surmounted by a Louis XVI. frieze, the whole forming a most 
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Wreath and Band Decoration in Leissner's Patent Plastic Relief. 

imposing decoration. The colorings are orthodox, being repro- 
ductions of the tints peculiar to the Louis XVI. period, when 
society made a business of pleasure, and paid more than ordi- 
nary attention to effects of dainty coloring. 

PRESSED INGRAINS. 

The greatest novelty of the firm is their pressed ingrain 
frieze, whereon scrolls and other devices, shaded in self-tones, 
and enriched with gold, are pressed into high relief. The ground 
of the frieze is of the same texture and color as the wall sur- 
face. These goods are produced in all of the softer fashionable 
tints, which renders them most desirable hangings for halls 
and libraries. 

FLOCK PAPERS. 

A fine line of flock papers is also manufactured, some of the 
. patterns being printed in the flock, while others are printed in 
blotch blocks, the ground of design being alone printed. While 
these are produced in any tint desired, the largest number of 
patterns are made in a plain buff tint, with the object of their 
being afterwards decorated in situ. In fact, a decorator cannot 
show his skill to better advantage than in persuading his cus- 
tomer to let him select a flock pattern, and afterwards decorate 
it on the wall. In this way effects are obtained which are un- 
known to ordinary wall-paper. 

PRESSED PAPERS. 

Continuing our reference to the majestic thirty-inch goods 
made by the Leissner, Midlen & Hughes Co., we must call par- 
ticular attention to their exceedingly fine assortment of pressed 
papers, which are great favorites with the trade. The designs 
in these papers are most effective, having the advantage of an 
exceptionally high relief, the papers as a rule being well covered 
with all-over effects, enriched with burnished gold and other 



metals. For example, a relief design in self-tones of pink, -with 
gleaming copper enrichment, and another in self-tones of ecru 
with silver enrichment, ought to be in the possession of all 
decorators aiming at carrying a complete stock of decorations. 
There is a rose vine conception, printed in tones of chocolate 
with copper enrichment, that has met with the approval of deal- 
ers all over the country. Another most beautiful idea is a pat- 
tern representing a richly modeled gold broDze tracery printed 
on a maroon ground. It is one of the finest papers made in the 
country, and the firm is to be congratulated upon its success. 
The fertility of invention displayed in these papers, and their 
superb decorative employment of the softest colorings, and 
metals all thrown into the highest relief, are lessons to designers 
in the same field of work. 

BEDROOM EFFECTS. 

Their bedroom papers are, for the most part, printed in the 
orthodox width of eighteen inches. One of the most beautiful 
decorations ever produced is a rose pattern, which the firm are 
just at present sampling for their next year's trade. It is a 
meander of roses, printed on the palest and most delicate of 
ground tints. The roses are in natural tints, on grounds of 



applied seem to be practically endless. At first such papers were 
confined to the bathroom walls only, but their field of usefulness 
has been of late years greatly extended, and we now see them 
in butler's kitchens, lower halls and basements, as well as offices. 
Nothing can be more cleanly, and their sanitary qualities are 
greatly in their favor. In that large portion of the country em- 
bracing the coal districts these are particularly desirable, as the 
surface can be cleaned with a soft cloth as often as desired, 
without affecting the lustre in any degree. No dealer's stock is 
considered complete without a selection of these goods. 

The productions of the LeisBner, Midlen & Hughes Company 
present an exceedingly fine assortment of wall-papers, which 
have secured an enduring hold on popular favor all over the 
United States and Canada. Mr. Leissner, of the firm, has carried 
on the business of wall-paper manufacturer in this city for the 
past twenty years, and his career has been an unbroken record 
of progress. 

PATENT SOLID RELIEF. 

This unique decorative material was first manufactured by 
Mr. Leissner over ten years ago, and is a material that is ex- 
tremely popular with decorators. Its flexibility renders its ufe 
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Frieze nr Leissner's Patent Plastic Relief. 



mignonette green, medium olive, bright old rose and greenish 
blue. The design of a Rococo vase, accompanied by conven- 
tional scroll effects, would make an extremely fashionable paper 
for a modern bedroom. Other designs reproduce old tapestry 
effects, and still others are in chintz coloriDgs, all of the designs 
having from three to five colors softly blended together. 

There is also a line of Shadow Silks, peculiarly well adapted 
for bedehambers. The woven material is accurately imitated, 
and among the coloriDgs soft and delicate blues, pinks, yellows 
and olives predominate, and when used with harmoniously 
painted mouldings they make charming rooms. 

In special effects there is a line of Moorish patterns, printed 
in bright Turkish colorings. The color effects are distinctively 
those peculiar to Saracenic decoration, and all are characterized 
by a luxuriant opulence of form and color. 

POLISHED VARNISHED TILES. 

Their line of highly polished Varnished Tiles is one of the 
specialties of the firm, and they have constantly in stock a large 
assortment of these popular modern papers. The goods are pro- 
duced with a very high polish, and the uses to which they can be 



more widespread than that of any other relief decoration. It is 
a sanitary material that can be affixed flat to walls or ceilings, 
either in straight or curved lines, or it can be twisted around 
pillars or adapted to the curvature of coves, or any other form 
of wall surface. The decorations come in the form of minute or 
wide mouldings, wreaths, trophies, garlands, festoons inter- 
lacings, borders, friezes and rosettes. Individual decorations 
can be harmoniously grouped on the wall, so as to form impos- 
ing decorative schemes that are thus specially arranged to suit 
the scheme of decoration decided upon. 

The Leissner Solid Relief is of a distinctively special char- 
acter, no brittle plaster of any kind entering into its composi- 
tion, and decorators throughout the country concede it to be 
one of the most effective, reliable, durable and altogether ex- 
cellent decorations of the kind in the market ; and, as to its 
merit, no better criterion can be adduced than the widespread 
and increasing demand manifested for same. Decorators have 
here within reach a thoroughly architectural composition that at 
once harmonizes with the constructive features of the building, 
and possesses a high decorative susceptibility. For interiors the 
Patent Solid Relief is particularly applicable. It can be used as 
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dado, or as decorations for the framework of doors and -win- 
dows, or for friezes, coves and ceilings. It will not become 
warped, and it is more durable than wood. It offers an impen- 
etrable resistance to moisture. Being a solid relief, it will not 
flatten down like papier mache, and once affixed to the wall is 
capable of receiving any kind of extra ornamentation. Its 
warm and comfortable surface makes it peculiarly suitable for 
interior decoration. 

The wall-paper factory of the firm, which is located at Nos. 
432-436 East Seventy-first street, New York, is thoroughly equip- 
ped with the most improved machinery for the manufacture of 
either of wall-paper or Patent Solid Relief. The premises are 
spacious and commodious, and the facilities possessed for design- 
ing and perfecting the useful and artistic productions manufac- 
tured are unequaled. The firm is noted for intelligent enter- 
prise, unremitting energy, and keen perception of public appre- 
ciation, in wall hangings. 



THE BIRGE WALL DECORATIONS. 

MESSRS. M. H. BIRGE & SONS have favored us with a copy 
of their Wall-Paper Catalogue, illustrating some of the 
many beautiful patterns prepared by them for the present 
seasop. We are reminded by the 
catalogue that their wall paper 
business was established in 1834, 
and the result of their sixty yearB' 
business has given the firm an 
international reputation for wall- 
paper decorations of the highest 
merit. 

The wall-papers of this enter- 
prising concern are characterized 
by a peculiar excellence. They are 
the best that artistic taste as well 
as a thorough knowledge of the 
trade can produce, and it is not 
too much to say that in origin- 
ality of design, novelty of execu- 
tion and diversity of methods of 
printing and embossing, the Birge 
wall-papers realize perfection. 

Every pattern produced is a 
trade mark and sign manual of 
Birge excellence. Their designs 
are based on the fundamental 
principles of fitness and beauty 
and the firm has created fashions 
in wall-paper that have received 
the honor of almost universal 
imitation. All are delightful mani- 
festations of designing skill, and 
even their cheapest papers are 
calculated to give even the 
humblest household the grace of 
beauty. Their wall-papers possess 
warmth, softness, brilliancy, re- 
freshment, and a caressing grace, 
all ideal qualities that can be 
purchased at an extremely low 
price. 

The business was established 
by the senior member of the firm 
at Buffalo in 1834, and October 
16th next the 60th anniversary of 
the business will be celebrated, 
ufactured by the firm was 




Hall Decorated with the Birge Papers. 



The first wall-paper man- 
made in sections or different 
sheets pasted together to form a roll, as it was impossible at 
that early date to get papers made in a continuous roll. The 
patterns, in the majority of cases, particularly with all the finer 
goods, were stencilled on the paper. The firm has now in 
its possession some beautiful specimens of work made about this 
time. The sale of paper-hangings at that early date was 
limited, as they were regarded as an unusual novelty. As time 
went on, mechanical ingenuity developed the wall-paper printing 
machine, which simultaneously decorates a continuous roll of 
paper, with a dozen or more colors, and on this skillful use of 
machinery, combined with a high degree of merit in the goods 



produced, is based the flourishing business of the firm at the 
present time. 

Within the last year the extension of the firm's business has 
been so great as to necessitate the building of a new factory as 
an addition to their former plant. The new factory is a brick 
building, measuring 60x265; the printing machines are all new, 
having been built expressly for the firm, and are set up with 
the most modern arrangement of drying racks, so that they can 
be run at high speed. This plant is especially designed for the 
production of the lower-priced papers. Up to the time of the 
formation of the Wall-paper Company, M. H. Birge & Sons did 
not manufacture any of the cheaper grades, but the competition 
of the National Company compelled them to go into the man- 
ufacture of cheaper goods to hold their trade. 

The united buildings comprising their present factory cover 
over three acres of ground, which gives them the largest capacity 
for the production of paper hangings. They are two distinct 
factories, each entirely independent of the other. The old plant, 
which has made their reputation for fine goods, is continued just 
as it has been in the past, with the same corps of colorists and 
artists, and the new factory for cheap goods is organized with 
an entirely distinct corps, so that the papers made therein will 
be distinct in pattern and coloring from the papers made in the 
old factory. The new plant, ever since its completion in Janu- 
ary, has been running fourteen 
hours a day. An idea of its 
capacity is possibly best expressed 
by the statement that the pro- 
duction of the factory has aver- 
aged twenty- four tons of finished 
wall paper every ten hours. Yet, 
in spite of all this increased ca- 
pacity, the firm has been unable 
to fill orders as promptly as they 
desired, and as soon as this sea- 
son's business is over they will 
commence the building of further 
additions, setting up additional 
machinery. The changes con- 
templated will give a capacity of 
about three-quarters of a million 
rolls of paper every week. When 
it is understood that the total 
consumption of wall-paper in the 
United States for the past season 
is estimated at one hundred mil- 
lion rolls, the capacity of the 
Birge factory, as compared to the 
total amount of wall-paper sold, 
is something enormous. 

We reproduce three of the 
plates in the catalogue, which 
will give our readers an idea of 
the effects that can be produced 
by the use of the Birge paper 
hangings, whose present collection 
is the largest that they have ever 
offered to the trade. 

One of these shows a hall 
treatment, whose appropriate wall 
decoration, either in colored 
stamped papers, with or without 
bronze, or in the Birge special 
leather effects, or in Birge process 
bronzes, would certainly render 
such an apartment imposing and 
restful, by reason of the grandeur of the effect produced. 

The illustration of a dining-room shows the wall surface 
decorated with a floral design heraldically treated in a paper of 
marvelous perfection of workmanship and finish. The third 
illustration is evidently a reproduction of a young lady's bed- 
room, the paper having a striped ground, on which are care- 
lessly thrown bouquets of flowers. The frieze is a beautiful 
floral tracery, and wall-paper, frieze, and ceiling are made to 
match in form and color. 



PALA.OES on wheels are the new Wagner cars of the great 
through trains of the New York Central. 
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